
How the CHS Summer Reading Program Works

• All CHS students will read ONE REQUIRED book during the summer break.  
Grades 9 through 12 have THREE text options*.  

You choose ONE title which sounds most                                                
interesting to YOU!  

• Local libraries are a good source to find the                                                        
book. Inexpensive paperback versions are available for purchase as well.

• Reading this summer is a good way to spend some time and can improve 
your English grade in quarter one!

• Scoring a 75 or better on the assessment will earn you two points on your 
quarter one average in English.

• *NOTE:  Class of 2020 Seniors taking AP Literature should read When the 
Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka as well as ONE ADDITIONAL title   
from the AP most frquent list   PLEASE SEE LAST SLIDE

     



Your CHS 2019 Summer Reading OPTIONS 

Between Shades of Gray
Genre: Young Adult Fiction

Girl in the Blue Coat
Genre: Young Adult Fiction

Plot summaries for each text are provided to help you choose.

Anne Frank: The Diary 
of a Young Girl 

Genre: Literary Classic

https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Blue-Coat-Monica-Hesse/dp/0316260630
https://www.amazon.com/Between-Shades-Gray-Ruta-Sepetys/dp/014242059X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=between+shades+of+gray&qid=1559049450&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Between-Shades-Gray-Ruta-Sepetys/dp/014242059X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=between+shades+of+gray&qid=1559049450&s=books&sr=1-1


To Help You Choose Your Book

★ VIEW the Book Trailer for 
BETWEEN SHADES OF 
GRAY (Two minutes)

★ VIEW the Book Trailer for 
THE GIRL IN THE BLUE 
COAT (Two minutes)

★ VIEW the Book Trailer for 
Anne Frank: The Diary of 
a Young Girl (Two 
Minutes)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5yp_PRSZAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5yp_PRSZAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5yp_PRSZAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHIgteRIUbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHIgteRIUbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHIgteRIUbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DT5VzzCNXjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DT5VzzCNXjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DT5VzzCNXjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DT5VzzCNXjw


More Information about the 2019 Summer Reading Texts
Between Shades of Gray

By Ruta Sepetys
Fifteen-year-old Lina is a 
Lithuanian girl living an 
ordinary life -- until Soviet 
officers invade her home and 
tear her family apart. 
Separated from her father and 
forced onto a crowded train, 
Lina, her mother, and her 
young brother make their way 
to a Siberian work camp, where 
they are forced to fight for 
their lives. Lina finds solace in 
her art, documenting these 
events by drawing. Risking 
everything, she imbeds clues in 
her drawings of their location 
and secretly passes them 
along, hoping her drawings will 
make their way to her father's 
prison camp. But will strength, 
love, and hope be enough for 
Lina and her family to survive?

Girl in the Blue Coat
By Monica Hesse

Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke 
spends her days delivering black 
market goods to paying 
customers, her nights hiding the 
true nature of her work from her 
concerned parents, and every 
waking moment mourning her 
boyfriend, who was killed on the 
Dutch front lines when the 
Germans invaded. 
On a routine delivery, a client 
asks Hanneke for help. Mrs. 
Janssen shocks her with a frantic 
plea to find a person--a Jewish 
teenager Mrs. Janssen had been 
hiding, who has vanished without 
a trace from a secret room. 
Hanneke is ultimately drawn into 
a web of mysteries that lead her 
into the heart of the resistance, 
open her eyes to the horrors of 
the Nazi war machine, and 
compel her to take desperate 
action.

Anne Frank: The Diary 
of a Young Girl 
By Anne Frank

For two years, until their 
whereabouts were betrayed 
to the Gestapo, the Franks 
and another family lived 
cloistered in the “Secret 
Annexe” of an old building. 
Cut off from the outside 
world, they faced hunger, 
boredom, the constant 
cruelties of living in confined 
quarters, and the constant 
threat of discovery/death. In 
her diary Anne Frank 
recorded vivid impressions of 
her experiences during this 
period. By turns thoughtful, 
moving, and surprisingly 
humorous, her account offers 
a commentary on human 
courage and frailty and a 
compelling self-portrait of a 
sensitive and spirited young 
woman.



Tools to Help You Understand the Message 
Jewish Book Council Review on BETWEEN SHADES OF GRAY
LitCharts Study Guide BETWEEN SHADES OF GRAY
Quizlet Flashcards BETWEEN SHADES OF GRAY
Interview with the Author, Ruta Sepetys

Interview with Author Monica Hesse  on GIRL IN THE BLUE COAT
Read the Washington Post Review of GIRL IN THE BLUE COAT

LitCharts Infographic on ANNE FRANK: DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL
New York Times Book Review of ANNE FRANK
Quizlet Flashcards ANNE FRANK: DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL

Character Analysis Organizer
Plot Analysis Organizer

Themes Analysis Organizer

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-uRhmTmYp5DeXNpcVNqUEFweVE/view?usp=sharing
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/between-shades-of-gray
https://www.litcharts.com/lit/between-shades-of-gray/summary
https://quizlet.com/140645012/between-shades-of-gray-study-guide-flash-cards/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPiQ_LuKtDE
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-authors/article/69936-q-a-with-monica-hesse.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/girl-in-the-blue-coat-a-powerful-coming-of-age-tale-in-war-torn-amsterdam/2016/04/04/b12d4dc0-fa81-11e5-80e4-c381214de1a3_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.c700da7adea3
https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Diary-of-a-Young-Girl/infographic/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/11/books/review/anne-frank-diary-of-a-young-girl-archives.html
https://quizlet.com/34534631/diary-of-anne-frank-study-guide-answers-flash-cards/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-uRhmTmYp5DTDlKSUl1ZzY1OEU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-uRhmTmYp5DeXNpcVNqUEFweVE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-uRhmTmYp5DRUJ2LUE5d2pfVVU/view?usp=sharing


Class of 2020 AP Literature 
Summer Reading Requirements

This year, CHS students taking the AP Literature course 
are asked to read the same text, Julie Otsuka’s When the 
Emperor Was Divine    Book trailer LINK

It is also required that students read AT LEAST ONE       
additional title from the “AP Most Frequent List” that            
has not been taught in a CHS English class.

Thought Questions on WHEN THE EMPEROR WAS DIVINE
Julie Otsuka on Her Family’s Wartime Internment In Topaz, Utah

Short Interview with Julie Otsuka

Otsuka's Random House Lecture

Scoring a 75 or better on the assessment will earn you         
two points on your quarter one average

         

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQNmw-ANOWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQNmw-ANOWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQNmw-ANOWo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-uRhmTmYp5DYmMwR2FuUmlybHpKcnlHSWtHUHcwQ2tUWWpB/view?usp=sharing
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/125388/when-the-emperor-was-divine-by-julie-otsuka/9780385721813/readers-guide/
http://www.newsweek.com/julie-otsuka-her-familys-wartime-internment-topaz-utah-65457
http://asiasociety.org/arts/literature/when-emperor-was-divine-and-when-japanese-americans-were-rounded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVoZ30lIYDk
https://www.amazon.com/When-Emperor-Divine-Julie-Otsuka/dp/0385721811

